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HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, MARCH 22ND, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

A Message from Fr. Pilon... 
In this 4th Sunday of Lent, we find 

ourselves unable to gather together and 
celebrate the great gift of the Paschal 
Mystery of Our Lord that is the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass.  But we can read the 
readings and still give the day to the Lord 
our God for the many wonderful blessings 
that He has bestowed upon us in this life.  
And we can look with fondness to the day 
when we can once again gather together 
and worship Him in the Memorial that His 
Son gave to us. 

In the Gospel reading, we have the 
famous story of the man born blind who is 
heled by our Lord.  The man, who had no 
idea of shapes and sizes and colors and 
anything else that our eyes take in, was for 
the first time able to see clearly all that was 
around him.  And after he was healed, he 
was questioned by those in authority as to 
the authenticity of his blindness and the 
one who healed him.  Even his parents 
were questioned, but they put the onus on 
him to answer the questions, only testifying 
to his blindness from birth. 

When the man answers and is 
dismissed, Jesus seeks him out.  Our Lord 
then invites the man to an even deeper 
faith in Him, and even admits to him that 
He is the Messiah.  One of only two people 
to whom our Lord gives that direct 
response of “Yes, I am the Messiah.”  Last 
week’s reading about the Samaritan 
woman at the well is the other one.  And 
then Our Lord invites the man to a deeper 
faith.  And this event gives insight into our 
own journey of Faith. 

When we are conceived and come 
into this world, we are spiritually blind.  
Steeped in Original Sin we are separated 
from God and cannot see His goodness or 
know His friendship.  But then our parents 
have us Baptized and we begin to grow in 
the Faith passed on to us and see the love 
and goodness of God.  It is the greatest gift 
our parents pass on to us.  And they take 
upon themselves the responsibility of teach- 

ing us and helping us grow in that Faith. 
But one day we need to take respons-

ibility for that Faith on our own.  We need to 
fight the temptations and forces around us 
that try to get us to reject the One who gave us 
that great gift.  And our parents can no longer 
make the decisions for us. We have to respond.  
We have to have the courage to say that we do 
not know everything about Him, but we know 
all the good He has done for us.  All the good 
He has done for those who believe. 

And our Lord will come once again and 
seek us out to ask us to follow the vocation 
that the Father has in store for us.  A vocation 
that will bring us true happiness.  A vocation 
that will help us to spread the Gospel of Hope 
and help others to come to know, or come 
back to the knowledge they once had, and 
follow the Lord once again.  And we want to 
respond like that young man and say yes. 

As we continue in time of suspension of 
the Sacrifice of the Mass, we want to continue 
to pray for those around us.  Pray for the sick 
and the dying.  Pray for the end to this 
suspension and the return of the gift Christ 
Himself gave to us.  Pray for our civil officials, 
that they may work to protect all human life 
from the moment of conception until natural 
death.  I was struck recently by the language 
used by our civil officials with regards to the 
school closures.  I find it interesting that a 
public entity that will not let you pray to God in 
the building, blames God for what is 
happening.  They are calling them Act of God 
days, so they do not need to be made up, but I 
assure you this is not an Act of God.  He may 
allow this to happen, but He did not cause it to 
happen.  And I also find it interesting that the 
group that worked so hard to kick God out of 
public life is okay with blaming God for all that 
is going on.  But I need to return to our prayer. 

Pray for our Holy Father, Pope Francis, 
our Bishop Daniel Jenky, CSC, our clergy and 
religious and our Diocese and Parish.  And pray 
that we may all return to the practice of our 
Faith as the most important aspect of our life, 
so that one day we can be reunited at the 
Heavenly Banquet, which I assure you NEVER 
gets suspended. 



 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT  

Our Lady of the Cenacle Chapel 
Extended Eucharistic Adoration 

“The Eucharist feeds and forms the Church:  
'Because there is one bread, we who are 

many are one body, for we all partake of the 
one bread.'  1 Cor 10:17" - St. John Paul 

Adorers Needed: 

Monday 2-3 p.m., 3-4 p.m. 
Tuesday 8-9 a.m., 10-11 a.m., 2-3 p.m., 3-4 p.m. 

Friday 9-10 a.m., 2-3 p.m. 

Chapel Coordinator, Karen Brandner 
1-815-915-6635 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 2090 

April Meeting is cancelled due to Coronavirus 
All is Not Lost! 

*See previous page for information on how to call in to 

conference line, and we can pray the rosary at 7 p.m. 

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.   Mar 14 2847 50.00 Rose Buster 

Sun.  Mar 15 1921 50.00 Becky Meyer 

Mon. Mar 16 2391 100.00 Soliman Family 

Tue.  Mar 17 1336 50.00 Eileen Funfsinn 

Wed. Mar 18 3235 50.00 Lola Burkardt 

Thur. Mar 19 0040 50.00 Bonnie Martin 

Fri.    Mar 20 3020 50.00 Chad Wixom 

The 2019 Daily Dollars are here! 
A chance to win money and help our school! 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS! ! ! 
They make our bulletin possible. 

THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 
Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Youth Ministry 
Flowers 
Ash Wednesday 
Aid to Eastern Europe 
Fuel 
Catholic Relief 
Bishop’s Seminarian Appeal 

 
 
03/15/2020 
03/15/2020
03/15/2020
03/15/2020
03/15/2020
03/15/2020
03/15/2020
03/15/2020
03/15/2020
03/15/2020 

 
 

$0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

   Give God what is just, not what is left! 

Sunday, Fourth Week of Lent 

I know this much: I was blind before; now I can see 
(John 9:25). 

I am spiritually blind, Lord, but you are the light of the 

world; light up the blind spots of my heart. 

What to Do When You Can’t Go To Mass? 

We are trying to compile a list of things to do during 
these times of quarantine-self and otherwise… 

 For starters, EWTN television and radio are excellent 
sources for prayers, and televised Mass viewing. In 
addition to the website https://www.ewtn.com/ you 
can also use this resource by radio at 88.1 FM, and 
TV channels 275 if you are a Comcast subscriber, 
370 for DirecTV, 261 for DISH Network. They also 
have an app you can download to your smartphone. 

 Sunday Mass can be viewed at 9:30 a.m. on WGN-TV 
Chicago 

 Relevant Radio is another excellent source of 
Catholic broadcasting and can be found at 930 AM  
on your radio. They too have an app to download to 
your phone, and a website https://relevantradio.com/ 

 Don’t forget we have the subscription to Formed.org 
and there is no better time to take advantage of this 
powerful resource. 

 Magnificat has made the online version of their wonderful 
magazine available to anyone. To help them sanctify 
their day and to keep walking in the liturgical 
rhythm of the Church, we are honored to make our 
online version of MAGNIFICAT temporarily available 
to everyone for free. 

Free temporary access is also available in Spanish: 
www.magnificat.com/gratis. 

We are also happy to make available complimentary 
access to MagnifiKid. Visit www.magnifikid.com/
free to view and download each weekly booklet of 
our colorful Sunday missalette for children ages 6 
through 12. 

As we work through this time of quarantine, let’s 
remember to check on and be kind to each other. 

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
John F. Kennedy Council 2090 
Catholic Men Welcome to Join  

Meetings 1st Thursday of the Month @ 7:00PM 

1010 Jefferson St. Mendota  

815-538-6151 

https://www.ewtn.com/
https://relevantradio.com/
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=5c99256208&e=297cc1cfe7
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=34601392d7&e=297cc1cfe7
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=3ce490eaec&e=297cc1cfe7
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=87f0c82cf1&e=297cc1cfe7
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=fd059d0d87&e=297cc1cfe7
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=fd059d0d87&e=297cc1cfe7


 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

  

 
OSF Medical Group - Family Medicine 

1405 E 12th St. | Suite 600   1404 Washington Street 
Mendota, IL | (815) 538-7200     Mendota, IL | (815) 538-1825 

  

HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, MARCH 22ND, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 



 

 


