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HOLY CROSS CHURCH SUNDAY, MARCH 29TH, 2020 
MENDOTA, ILLINOIS 

Father Pilon’s Homily... 

 As we hear the first reading from the 
Book of the Prophet Ezekiel, we here a 
familiar passage about the coming of the 
Messiah.  In the prophets there are many 
passages that speak to events that will 
take place that will testify to God being in 
the midst of His people.  Passages 
regarding the people eating choice foods 
and fine wines, about the many 
miraculous healings and safety of the 
people and even about people rising 
from their tombs.  And this particular 
prophecy is fulfilled at the death of Jesus 
on the Cross (See Mt 27:50-54) and in 
today’s Gospel passage about Lazarus 
rising from the dead. 
 The Prophet Ezekiel also mentions the 
coming of the Spirit, so his prophecy 
today is pointing to the death of our Lord 
on the Cross and Pentecost.  It helps to 
get a better understanding of the phrase 
that Jesus uses regarding Himself, that 
He is the Resurrection and the Life.  It is a 
life in God that will last for all eternity, 
and not just our time here on earth.  For 
Ezekiel, it is a reminder of the promise 
God made in the Book of Genesis to 
Adam and Eve that He would save them 
from this sin.  It is a sin that brought 
death into the world, and Jesus is the 
fulfillment of that promise.  So Ezekiel is 
giving us courage to be patient and 
continue to hope. 
 And as the Psalmist says today, it is the 
Lord that brings mercy and forgiveness.  
And so it is through the Spirit that we can 
live as God has called us to live, in the 
mercy and forgiveness of God.  Jesus 
taught us in the Our Father to forgive 
others as we ask God for forgiveness.  
And it is the Spirit that helps us to do so.  
And St. Paul reminds us of that in his let- 

ter to the Romans.  Itis by living in the Spirit 
that we have life.  It is by living in the Spirit 
that we are able to fulfill the 
commandments of God, especially the 
commandment Jesus gave to us to love one 
another as He has loved us. 
 And so in the Gospel, we hear the very 
famous passage of Jesus raising Lazarus 
from the dead.  There are many interesting 
points about this passage, and I encourage 
you to meditate upon this Gospel.  First 
point of meditation is the conversation 
between Jesus and His apostles.  They point 
out that His life is in danger and so He 
should stay clear.  They even point out how 
He escaped the stoning.  But St. John uses 
the language in His Gospel about the 
Crucifixion being ‘The Hour,’ and so Jesus 
points out that He will be completely safe 
because that is not ‘The Hour.’  He will point 
out that ‘The Hour’ comes in the garden of 
Gethsemane, and so He needs to go to 
Bethany.  And notice how the apostles go 
along because at this point they are willing 
to fight and die for Him, even though they 
do not understand. 
 Secondly, we can meditate upon the 
conversations Jesus has with Martha and 
then Mary.  They are examples for us of 
how to pray, asking for what we want but 
putting our trust in Divine Providence.  In 
simplest terms, God’s Will be Done!  And 
lastly, as I mentioned at the beginning, the 
event itself is a fulfillment of the prophecy 
of Ezekiel that God has come among His 
people.  During this time of absence from 
the Sacrifice of the Mass and the Eucharist, 
we too are called to trust that Divine 
Providence will lead us to a deeper 
relationship with His Son.  And that when 
we are able to return to celebrating the 
Sacrifice of the Mass in public, we will have 
a renewed love of the gift and the gift giver.  
God bless you all. 



 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT  

Our Lady of the Cenacle Chapel 
Extended Eucharistic Adoration 

“Spiritually good people, pure in heart, who long 

for the Blessed Sacrament but cannot receive at 

the time, can receive spiritually … even a 

hundred times a day, in sickness and in health, 

with immeasurable grace and profit.”  

- Johannes Tauler, German Theologian 

Adorers Needed: 

Monday 2-3 p.m., 3-4 p.m. 
Tuesday 8-9 a.m., 10-11 a.m., 2-3 p.m., 3-4 p.m. 

Friday 9-10 a.m., 2-3 p.m. 

Chapel Coordinator, Karen Brandner 
1-815-915-6635 

Knights of Columbus 
Council 2090 

April Meeting is cancelled due to Coronavirus 
All is Not Lost! 

*See previous page for information on how to call in to 

conference line, and we can pray the rosary at 7 p.m. 

$$$ DAILY DOLLAR WINNERS $$$ 

Sat.   Mar 21 1359 50.00 Nancy Stasik 

Sun.  Mar 22 3198 50.00 Gabriel Botello 

Mon. Mar 23 3172 100.00 Clifford & Geri Sondgeroth 

Tue.  Mar 24 1046 50.00 Ronda Stevenson 

Wed. Mar 25 1248 50.00 Mary Hochstatter 

Thur. Mar 26 2774 50.00 Lisa Trevier 

Fri.    Mar 27  511 50.00 Claire Atherton 

The 2019 Daily Dollars are here! 
A chance to win money and help our school! 

SUPPORT YOUR GENEROUS ADVERTISERS! ! ! 
They make our bulletin possible. 

THE SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 
Sunday 
School 
Food Pantry 
Youth Ministry 
Flowers 
Ash Wednesday 
Aid to Eastern Europe 
Fuel 
Catholic Relief 
Bishop’s Seminarian Appeal 

 
 
03/22/2020 
03/22/2020
03/22/2020
03/22/2020
03/22/2020
03/22/2020
03/22/2020
03/22/2020
03/22/2020
03/22/2020 

 
 

$0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

   Give God what is just, not what is left! 

Sunday, Fifth Week of Lent 

And Jesus wept (John 11:35). 

Lord, help me to know that You love me enough to 

weep at my passing; let my own tears clear my vision 

to see as You do, Lord. 

What to Do When You Can’t Go To Mass? 

We are trying to compile a list of things to do during 
these times of quarantine-self and otherwise… 

 For starters, EWTN television and radio are excellent 
sources for prayers, and televised Mass viewing. In 
addition to the website https://www.ewtn.com/ you 
can also use this resource by radio at 88.1 FM, and 
TV channels 275 if you are a Comcast subscriber, 
370 for DirecTV, 261 for DISH Network. They also 
have an app you can download to your smartphone. 

 Sunday Mass can be viewed at 9:30 a.m. on WGN-TV 
Chicago 

 Relevant Radio is another excellent source of 
Catholic broadcasting and can be found at 930 AM  
on your radio. They too have an app to download to 
your phone, and a website https://relevantradio.com/ 

 Don’t forget we have the subscription to Formed.org 
and there is no better time to take advantage of this 
powerful resource. 

 Magnificat has made the online version of their wonderful 
magazine available to anyone. To help them sanctify 
their day and to keep walking in the liturgical 
rhythm of the Church, we are honored to make our 
online version of MAGNIFICAT temporarily available 
to everyone for free. 

Free temporary access is also available in Spanish: 
www.magnificat.com/gratis. 

We are also happy to make available complimentary 
access to MagnifiKid. Visit www.magnifikid.com/
free to view and download each weekly booklet of 
our colorful Sunday missalette for children ages 6 
through 12. 

As we work through this time of quarantine, let’s 
remember to check on and be kind to each other. 

 

https://www.ewtn.com/
https://relevantradio.com/
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=5c99256208&e=297cc1cfe7
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=34601392d7&e=297cc1cfe7
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=3ce490eaec&e=297cc1cfe7
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=87f0c82cf1&e=297cc1cfe7
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=fd059d0d87&e=297cc1cfe7
https://magnificat.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d61f9e437414a3d048670882&id=fd059d0d87&e=297cc1cfe7
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OSF Medical Group - Family Medicine 

1405 E 12th St. | Suite 600   1404 Washington Street 
Mendota, IL | (815) 538-7200     Mendota, IL | (815) 538-1825 
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Confession 

Times  

Announced 

For those who 
wish to go to 
confession, I will 
offer some con-
fession times 
each week, keep
-ing in mind the 

stay-at-home order and the social dis-
tancing, outside my garage at Holy Cross 
Church. It is located behind the Church 
and I will be sitting 6 feet from where you 
may stop and go to confession. I cannot 
offer anonymous confessions at this time. 
If there is a line, please be respectful and 
stay back to give the penitent as much 
privacy as possible. I will offer them each 
week until such time that we are able to 
celebrate the Sacraments publicly again. 

Times: 

Wednesdays from 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Thursdays from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Why do Catholics Confess their sins to a priest? 

We know that our Baptism washes away any stain of sin 
attached to our soul, and so if one is Baptized as an 
adult, there is no need for Confession to a priest prior to 
Baptism. Subsequent to Baptism however, we do need a 
means to restore our soul to that sinless state achieved 
in Baptism. For that, our Lord has given us the Sacra-
ment of Confession. 

This sacrament, also known as Penance and Reconcilia-
tion comes down the ages to us today from the Apostles, 
who first received authority to forgive men’s sins from 
Jesus himself. In John’s Gospel (20:21-23) Jesus told his 
Apostles, “...Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.” And when he said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the holy Spirit. 
Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose 
sins you retain are retained.” 

Only God has the power and authority to forgive sins, 
and since Jesus is God the Son, it is by his own power 
and authority that he is able to give that power and au-
thority to whomever he chooses. He set the example, the 
model, and when he bestowed this power and authority 
on his Apostles, they in turn bestowed that same  power 
and authority on their successors (the priests and bish-
ops of the early Church), right down to this day and age 
whence this power and authority resides yet with the 
successor of Peter, the chief of the Apostles, who is the 
Pope, and all bishops around the world who are in union 
with him. 



 

 


